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Title Chief Fire Officer Report
Environment and Communities Scrutiny Committee

Chief Fire Officer 
suite of Services

Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service, Trading Standards, 
Registration Service, Coroner Service and Civil Protection Team. 

Date of meeting 17th January 2018

Purpose of Report To provide a strategic update on issues and key areas of service 
provision.    

1. Fire and Rescue Service
1.1 Funding for National Flood Response
The Service has received a one off payment (grant funding) to support the national deployment of a 
rescue boat team. The funding is subject to a five-year commitment by GFRS which maintains 
Gloucestershire’s commitment to National Mutual Aid arrangements.

1.2 Concern for Safety
The Service has evaluated the efficiency and effectiveness and impact of adopting work under the 
auspices of the Regional Collaboration Agreement (RCA) – ‘Concern for Safety’ introduced on 5th 
December 2016. This is recognised as an example of collaboration between the Police, Fire and 
Ambulance Services and it is recommended that Concern for Safety continues to be a mainstream 
activity for GFRS. There will be a requirement to ensure that there are no additional cost pressures 
incurred by the fire and rescue service.

1.3 Recruitment
The Service is currently undertaking recruitment for both retained and whole-time firefighters in order 
to maintain the necessary staffing levels to enable safe and effective service delivery to the 
communities of Gloucestershire. Two Workshop Technician vacancies have been filled ensuring we 
can continue to deliver on the integrated fleet programme whereby GCC owned vehicles are 
maintained by GFRS workshops.

1.4 HMICFRS Inspection Update 
HMICFRS has placed their proposed inspection programme framework out for consultation; 
responses will be duly considered before the final version is laid before Parliament in March 2018 for 
approval to implement. The inspection of GFRS is scheduled to take place in Spring 2019 and the 
Service has commenced a process of internal assessment to ensure full compliance with the 
inspection methodology.

1.5 National Framework Consultation Document
The Fire and Rescue National Framework sets priorities and objectives for Fire and Rescue 
Authorities (FRA’s) in England related to the discharge of their functions. Consultation has 
commenced on a revised framework that will incorporate changes to governance and procedures 
including provisions outlined within the Policing and Crime Act 2017, the creation of a new 
inspectorate for fire and rescue services and the creation of the National Fire Chiefs Council. The 
consultation was launched on 27 December 2017 and ends on 14 February 2018.

2. Trading Standards
2.1 Inspection funding
The Food Standards Agency has indicated that funding for inspections to determine the level of 
compliance at animal food manufacturers and production facilities is likely to be reduced in 2018.  
This will present additional budgetary pressure/revenue raising challenges for Trading Standards over 
the course of the coming year.
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